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Introduction

| have been studying Vienna bronze figural corkscrews with the goal of publishing a compendiur
various pieces designed, made and sold by Hagenauer, Rohac, Aubock, Baller and Bosse
19206s 9600 6tshe 1L n the course of my reseat

Specifically, mar ks were on pieces where t|
different designer.

If anyone can provide an alternative explanation ¢tooant for all of the observations | ha
documented, | would be grateful know about it.

It has been difficult over the past months to be watching the marketplace and seeing what | be
be fakes bought and sold. How to warn fellow collectorsRen¥ In consequence of my recent trig
Vienna, where | spoke with some of the people most closely involved with the legitimate busines:
obtained written documentation from an expert on the authenticity of marks, | now feel compe
alert thecollecting community. | was not expecting to publish anything for another year or two

research is not complete; however, | decided that | really must put something out too soon rat
too late.

I know that in publishing my conclusions | am presenting painful news to
collectors, and devaluing by a considerable amount dozens of pieces in n
own collection. There is no joy in this.

The dealer with whom | dealt has refused my request for refunds.
While www.Hagenauerfakes.coims primarily concerned with Hagenauer corkscrews, it also fea

corkscrews marke®R and RENA. My research is ongoing and includes Rohac, Bosse, Ballel
Auboéck marked corkscrews.

W. Meadows
July 21, 2009


http://www.hagenauerfakes.com/

Peopk mentioned in these articles

Karl Hagenauer (1898 1956), the designer of the Werkstatte Hagenauer Wien stylized Art
corkscrews in the form of people and animals (corkscrews were relatively insignificant
greater body of design work, from s®hold items to sculpture to furniture). One source date
creation of thevHw logo to 1920; another puts it a few years later. Very early pieces m
found with neithewHw nor MADE IN AUSTRIA. Werkstéatte Hagenauer Wien was unusu
that they dstributed most of their own products. An exception is that Rena Rosenthal distr
their items in the USA. Werkstatte Hagenauer Wien produced items for her marked with b
wHw mark andRENA.

Richard Rohac (1906 19657?), designer and producetttoé Austrian figures marked with mirro
i mage <capital R6 s RR) wh iRcohh alc®lIs| dreesfiggm st ave
versions of people, animals and a few tools (in contrast to the very stylized designs fro
Hagenauer who was desigg thirty years earlier at the height of the Art Deco period).

Rena Rosenthal (1880 1966), a New York City retailer of modernist style items, incluc
products from Werkstatte Hagenauer Wien. Despite -@itdrished speculation to the contra
the RR mark has no connection to Rena Rosenthal.

Karl and Ron Hagenauer, son and grandson of the designer Karl Hagenauer, who ope
Galerie Karl Hagenauer business in Vienna.

Karl Godde, one of the principals of Godde Brothers, who were the exclealee anc
distribution outlet for Richard Rohac from about 1950 9 6 5 . Rohacds f a
meters from Kar| G°ddeds office,; t hey me
Goddebs ideas for new pr oé€daoualdssll. Itmbtavith K&loGHdu
in Vienna in May of 2009. While he and Rohac had a buyer/seller relationship, | realized
the interview that they were in reality business partners. Rohac did not speak English anc
international sales contiscthus had no outlet for his products without Karl. Karl Godde statec
his company never dealt with Rena Rosenthal.

Erich Scheidl, a Viennese goldsmith and expert on hallmarks, with whom | met with in May
His system for comparing marks is $lity complicated but there can be no doubt about it b
accurate. It shows for certain that two marks are either from the same marking die or that
from two different dies. Mr . Schei dl ch
authenticity of its mark.

Dealer X, an Austrian dealer who specializes in Austrian figures, including corkscrew
presently sells under three different names on eBay.



Background

At a point in my book research, with some dozenwsldiv marked piees in my hands, | began to susp
the authenticity of so many of them coming from a single source when Hagenauer corkscr
relatively rare in the collecting world.

| spent more than two years closely inspecting more than 200 Austrian figuratreargksand som
Austrian norcorkscrew figures. My plan was to find all of the known authentic marks, in order to
which marks were fake. It became obvious that what | was trying to do was impossible; one cou
prove that one had gathered up aathlogued every original and authentic mark.

My basic premise is thatvaHw mark on an item that was never made by Werks
Hagenauer Wien is not aut henti c, a
piece logically proclaims that piece to bet authentic. Other marks present
pieces bearing the fakeHw are thus highly suspect as well. Their taint carries
to pieces not marked with the forgetHw.

| came to the realization that whislexelldt iicanhot .
prove that a particular mark is real unless examples of all real marks are available for comparison
However, it can prove that one mark does or does not match another mark. The method will show
specific fake mark matches ethfake marks.

The trail begins with the elephant.



The Republican Elephant

On the left is a drawing of a
elephant bottle cap lifter from th
design patent by the Americe
Kurt Rettich #D87, 644 issue
Aug. 23, 1932.

On the right is ghoto of the
design patented cap lifter.

This is a corkscrew elephant with brown patina
markedwHw andHAGENAUER WIEN . | bought a
nickelplated and a brass version from Dealer X

You might well wonder how is it possible for a USA
design patentap lifter to turn up as a Hagenauer
marked corkscrew.

It looks like it would be pretty easy. Make two wax models of the cap lifter, stick the two of
together and spread the hind legs. Cast in brass, mark as required, insert corkscrew and sell.

These elephants are stamped with what | cal




The first fake marks

In my opinion, no mark illustrated on this site is authentic.

wHw #1

The key features of thwHw mar k ar e t hat t|
thecircleathout 1 o00cl Blckat ®@Bed daovl
the circle. Above thél, at 11:00, is a bulge up in the circle. T
right W almost always touches the outer circle (depending on
angle the marking die was held and the force with which it
struck).

The  HAGENAUER

WIEN mark is crudely
done with uneven lette
sizes and wobbly lines
Notably, theE in Wien
and the secondE in

Hagenauer exten
below the base of th
letter following. The HAGENAUER WIEN #1
bottom left of theH is

often weak.
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One of the marks at left is from tt
corkscrew copi ed
elephant cap lifter. The other eight ¢
from pieces whose originals are pictur
in a 1954 catalogue of Roh
merchandise. None was ever made
the Hagenauer workshop.

Usingthe Scheidl methodology we c
confidently compare these two mar
with lots of other marks on lots of oth
pieces. These marks were duplicated
many items along with many othi
marks used in different combinatior
thus we will be able to follow therdil
through taintedVIADE IN AUSTRIA,
RR, andRENA marks.



The Rohac corkscrews, as shown in the catalogue

533 534

223
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Above are the corkscrew figures shown in the 1954 Gddde Bros. catalogue. According to Karl
who sold them, these were designed andnuf act ured by Richard R
markedRR. He also stated that Rohac never copied a Hagenauer design.

Ron Hagenauer confirms that these figures were never designed or manufactured by Hagenauer \
Wien and cannot legitintaly bear a wHw logo.



Rohacdesigned corkscrew copies marked wHw

These copies of Rohac pieces are all stamped witiittve #1 mark.
All were offered for sale by Dealer X. Many come in both bro
and nickelplated versions. Hagenauer never gd items like this

These items all show the size loss found in any metal copy fror
original (see Appendix 2); theseHw marked pieces are all small
than the original Rohac pieces.

These are not Hagenauer designs but copies of Rohac designs.
are all stamped with theHw #1 mark and in some cases the
HAGENAUER WIEN #1 mark. Thus thélandmademark,as seen
in combination here with these marks, cannot be considered
authentic.




Corkscrews marked RENA

All of these pieces were sold by DeaX; they are all marked with the identiddENA mark, plus othel
marks, including thevHw #1 and theHAGENAUER WIEN #1. Three of these are Rohac pieces; on
a copy of a Hagenauer piece and one is a modified copy of a Hagenauer dog with a foldirapdcap
lifter added (more about hinged worms elsewhere). Four of these pieces have the dark brown p
Hagenauer never wused. Because Karl Gedde, R
Rosenthal, we know that thRENA mark cannot be authentic. (It differs significantly from auther
RENA marks we have seen.) Rosenthal did sell Hagenauer pieces which, according to Karl He
and from the few examples known, were marked BHENA andwHw. Every legitimateRENA item
(corkscrew or otherwise) we have seen has also been mieikBEE IN VIENNA AUSTRIA .

Thus we have the following new marks to add to our liSRENA and aMADE IN AUSTRIA . This
specificMADE IN AUSTRIA mark is seen not only dRENA pieces but also owHw ard RR marked
pieces.




A selection of fake RR marked corkscrews

All of these, except the crouching monkey and leaping ibex, are marke« i
the abovellustrated MADE IN AUSTRIA mark. (CorrectMADE IN §&
AUSTRIA marks on Richard Rohac piecese alliptical.) They are al Bif%
markedRR. Karl Godde stated that he never sold the Danube Tower or |

Karl Godde stated that Rohac never used nickel plating as it wa &
expensiveWith rare bras®nly exceptions, Rohac items were finished in - .
fibl ack and goldo | ook. The donk B o 8
but smaller than the originals, showing the size loss that occurs durir .
copying process (see Appendix 2). €eTRR mark used on these pieces [

therefore unlikely to be authentic. They all came from Dealer X who has @
sold the devil and dancing elephant marked as Hagenauer pieces.

The three marks above right are from the monkey, donkey and sturgeor .
the lroken line at the bottom right corner.

Below right are from the devil (double struck) and tower.



The hitchhiking monkeys

Here are four examples of the hitchhiking monkey designed by Rohac. Monkey #1 you have
seen WithRENA, wHw etc. marks. Monkey #2 is marked with the forgeléndmade wHw,
HAGENAUER WIEN marks, and has the dark brown patina never used by Hagenauer. Bot
from Dealer X. Monkey #3 is stamped with the suspgandMADE IN AUSTRIA marks.

These arevery uncomfotable corkscrews to hold. Monkey #4 is almost impossible; how
bending the arm up made the others slightly more acceptable to use. While no corkscrev
design is shown in the Gddde catalogue, there is a pretzel holder, shown here. Enkil its
right arm down, most closely resembles the Rohac pretzel holder. It is marked with a difer
andMADE IN AUSTRIA mark than | had seen previous to April 2009.

While correctly elliptical, thisMADE IN AUSTRIA
mark is quite crude; note the shtop and long center bs
in the AEO and the uneve




More on pretzel holder conversions

At right are Rohaalesigned pretze
holders as shown in the Gddde 1€
catalogue. Fakes could be made
replacing the pretzel rod with

corkscrew, or inserting a worm into

copy.

At left is a Rohac pretzel holder markedR and a
AHagenauer oo cor ks crww #lmemd
HAGENAUER WIEN #1 marks and bearing the dark brou
patina. The corkscrew was purchased from Dealer X.

Here is andter example of a corkscrew that started life as a pretzel holder.

One day Ron Hagenauer sold this Bo
rabbit corkscrew and this Bosse pret
holder to Dealer X.

Within twenty-four hours | was offered th
lower two corkscrews by Dealer XOn
unscrewing the worm | found a very frest
cut off worm thread in the bull.

A Sy



About hinged corkscrews

Hinged Hagenauer corkscrews are extremely rare and were mostly sold in America.

A is a genuine Hagenauer piece. Note
spherical hinge.

B and C were sold by Dealer X. They come
different versions, made with the cap lifter hc
both up and down. Note the cylindrical hing
crude extrdarge bottle cap lifters (about twic
as thick in all dimensions), loss of detail in t
feet, and ey®

Various pieces feature thevHw #1, the
HAGENAUER WIEN #1 and Handmade.

Some are also marked with a very tilARL, and others, like the elephant below, wWATELIER
HAGENAUER . So, we have two more suspicious marks to add to our list.

This elephant cap lifte
is an authentic
Hagenauer piece. Tr
right hand elephant is
copy of it with a
hinged worm addec
As is normal for
copies, it is slightly
smaller than  the
original. It bears the
wHw #1 mark.

A real Hagenauer hinged wormoks like #1. Some ke

features are:

o The hinge has a ball shaped convex surface.

0 The rivet pin is invisible or only faintly visible as it wi
inserted before the nickel plating was done.

The hinge found on most of the pieces | have seen, so

Dealer X,look like #2:

0 The hinge has a flat surface with a poor finish.

o The hinge rivet pin is very visible, having been crud
hammered in after the plating was applied, in all cas
have seen.



